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December. That means that the 1.3 million has already been
budgeted for the next six months. I t h i n k i t i s som e what
unfair to the community, to the riders, to MAT, thei r
employees and D o ug las and Sarpy Counties. This cut would
mean about 125 employees would lose their jobs i n the n ex t
six months costing an additional $400,000 r ou g h l y i n
unemployment insurance benefits, not to mention the hardship
of unemployment for hundreds o f Om a hans . Propert y t ax es
w ould i nc r e a s e i n D ouglas and S a r p y C ounties as M A T is
funded in part, as I t old y ou , b y t h ei r own mi l l levy.
Fares would increase for most bus riders, most of whom don' t
own automobiles, take the bus t o w or k and ear n l ess t h a n
$20,000 a yea r . Bu s se r v i ce would decrease by thirty
p ercent , meaning no b u s e s o n Saturdays , Su n d a ys , h o l i d a y s
and evenings. Colleagues, this cut is simply unfair to the
Douglas and Sarpy C ounty a r e a and we know i t . I urge you t o
reject this cut by supporting this amendment because the
real cost of this cut will be to increase property taxes in
Douglas and Sarpy , cause unemployment and make bus s e rv i c e
more difficult and expensive to those who depend u pon i t .
Out of fairness, out of equity, I urge you to please support

PRESIDENT: Senator Haberman, Senator Lamb is next.

SENATOR HABERMAN: M r. P r e s i d en t an d members of the body,
I 'm sorry t o h av e t o ge t u p and opp o s e my g o o d f r i e n d
S enator L y n ch .

PRESIDENT: C h ize k.

SENATOR HABERMAN: H o w ever .
. .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r C h i z e k o r Lyn c h .

S ENATOR 'HABERMAN: Se n a t o r . ..Senator...was that you talking?
Senator Lynch, both of them. I ' l l take them both. He made
the remark this is going to c ause proper t y t ax i n cr e a s e .
Well, if you will just look at the map that was put out here
a month ago, their valuations were lowered. T hey w e r e
' overed . So there will be no property t ax i n c r e a se . Poor
old Scotts Bluff County was ra i sed 65%%d. He says w e w i l l
lose 125 jobs. Well, I have got 125 farmers out there that
have lost their jobs. We are not bailing them o ut . W h a t
did these people do before we had the Metro Area Transit' ?
H ow did i t op er a t e ? What happened, they got back and forth
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